 Minutes – 6-10-04

Regular WBAI LSB Meeting

Maplewood Library

Resumed at 

Harlem State Office Building

On 6-23- 2004

Announced on-air

(these minutes do not contain Public Comment due to amendment to strike on 9-9-04)
 Chair and Secretary present

Board members present constituting a quorum:

Paul Surovell, Steve Brown, Luanne Pennesi,  Carolyn Birden, Berthold Reimers, Miguel Maldonado, Alex Steinberg, Mariana Gaston, Bob Lederer, Michael Warren, Tiokasin Ghosthorse, Shawn Rhodes, Patty Heffley, Alice Shields, Ray Laforest, Zara Khan, Roger Manning, Cerene Roberts, R.Paul Martin

Absent: Lawrence Lucas, Kathy Goldman, Paul DeRienzo, Bob Owens, Yvonne Liu
Late Arrivals- none

Meeting is brought to order

at  6: 57PM by Chair Berthold Reimers

Motion by Manning to postpone approval of minutes

passed without objection.

Motion  by Surovell   approve agenda, seconded

Motion to amend by Manning that new items should be added voted up or down and not discussed, seconded.  

Manning called Orders of the Day, he then called the question and it passed.

Manning’s  amendment Carries:
To place on agenda under new business:

Motion to disassociate from comments of Luanne Pennisi – Gaston 

Motion to elect 2 LSB representatives to the National Archives Committee - Shields

Motion to allow Andy Norris to discuss Arbitron ratings for 2 minutes - Surovell

Motion to create an Ad Hoc committee concerning an LSB budget - Surovell

Motion to clarify and regularize meetings of committees - Heffley 

Voting membership on LSB committees-Lederer

Amend enabling resolutions on standing committees – Steinberg

Under PNB report 

Motion to disassociate from LSB report at National Board meeting - Laforest

Motion to set procedures on how to develop and present reports.- Laforest

Motion to direct GM to send a copy of the report given to the PNB to the WBAI staff list - Martin

Motion to ask board to affirm $25 membership fee and how it is advertised and disseminated - Birden

Motion disassociate from Board member Brown’s comments - Warren

Roberts challenges ruling by chair to place PNB motions in New Business 

that motions be allowed to be raised in the reports when they come up instead of New Business.

A vote to overrule was taken and failed

Amendment by Surovell to discuss order of new business when we arrive. Seconded

Motion Carries

Vote to approve agenda as amended carries.

Setting dates and times.

Motion by Heffley to cancel town hall meeting scheduled for June 20th.
Motion carries   

Motion by Roberts that an adhoc LSB Town Hall planning committee beginning with Zara Khan, Roger Manning and Cerene Roberts be authorized to begin work on the LSB Town Hall meeting to be held in afternoon of 7-17-04. 

Motion carries

A point of order was made by Lederer that the LSB was to decide about a committee to find meeting locations. The point was well taken.

Motion by Lederer to create an ad hoc committee to recommend meeting locations and dates for the remainder of this board’s term and that such committee include Miguel Maldonado, Kathy Goldman, Cerene Roberts, Ray Laforest and Bob Lederer. 

Motion Carries.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Struck from minutes per amendment of motion to pass)

REPORTS 

PNB- 

Maldonado noticed that situation in different signal areas improved a little bit. KPFK and WPFW is getting more stable. KPFA, KPFT and WBAI are less so. We should concentrate on how we can improve. 

Shields agrees we have to improve our relationships. They had a board training and retreat and found it very valuable. A more simpatico feeling. Spoke to Rojas about starting soirees at the station between listeners and staff, etc. 2 motions passed that affirmed any PNB member has access to any and all information including salary and headcount and the treasurers could not disclose actual salaries to LSB’s but ranges.

Laforest – Made progress at the retreat. Most of the stations aren’t doing well. Finalized a system to process requests.

2 difficult moments. Patty Heffley gave board report and he has objections. There were harsh comments between PNB and the Executive director 

Manning- Secretaries do more than keep records – they are communicators. It was the 2nd meeting and it went much better. Retreat was a training. Learned Parliamentary procedures. Elections review committee did a lot of work and gave suggestions and 12 resolutions. The elections proposals were tabled until June 22nd. 

Added by Shields that the National Elections Committee report will also include the budgetary suggestions. 

Manning said that there is tension between board and station. A board/staff relations committee is being formed. 

Discussion about the report of the LSB by the secretary. 

Discussion about the elections review committee.

FINANCE REPORT

2 meetings and 2 executive sessions.

Discussed the meetings and solutions for the short fund drive. 

Working group meeting is Friday June 11, 2004

Manning called for Orders of the Days

MANAGEMENT EVALUATION REPORT

Met 3 times, Kathy Goldman, Chair, Eric Romsted, Secretary

Gave report 

Interruption of meeting to make a motion to recess and reconvene until Wednesday June 23rd. 

Motion passes

Announcements

Meeting recessed @ 9:35PM

Meeting resumes  6-23-04 at Adam Clayton Powell State Office Building

 Chair and Secretary present

Board members present constituting a quorum:

Paul Surovell, Steve Brown, Luanne Pennesi,  Carolyn Birden, Berthold Reimers, Miguel Maldonado, Mariana Gaston, Bob Lederer, Michael Warren, Tiokasin Ghosthorse, Shawn Rhodes, Patty Heffley, Alice Shields, Bob Owens, Kathy Goldman, R.Paul Martin, Roger Manning, Paul DeRienzo, Ray Laforest, Zara Khan, Cerene Roberts, Yvonne Liu

Late Arrivals,

Roberts 6:55, Gaston 6:55,Warren 6:58, Martin 7:00, Brown 7:08 

Absent: Lawrence Lucas, Alex Steinberg

Also Present: Don Rojas ex-officio General Manger   

Meeting is brought to order at 6:51PM 

GM asks to wait for engineer to set up, will take 5 minutes. Sound system operative at approximately 7:15PM.

Motion by Heffley that order of new business remain in the order brought to the floor at the June 10th , 2004 meeting, for the sake of time. Seconded.

Motion passes

(Struck from minutes per amendment of motion to pass)

A motion was made by Warren to extend listener comment for 30 minutes.

The Question was called and passed.

A roll call was requested 

Roll call vote:

Paul Surovell  NO 

Steve Brown, Yes

Luanne Pennesi,  Yes

Carolyn Birden, Yes

Berthold Reimers, Yes

Miguel Maldonado, Abstain

Mariana Gaston, Yes

Bob Lederer, Yes

Michael Warren, Yes

Tiokasin Ghosthorse, Yes
Shawn Rhodes, Yes
Patty Heffley, Yes
Alice Shields, Yes
Bob Owens, Yes
Kathy Goldman, Yes

R.paul Martin, Yes

Roger Manning, Yes

Paul DeRienzo,Yes

Ray Laforest, Yes

Zara Khan, Yes

Cerene Roberts, Yes

Yvonne Liu Yes

Passes 20-1-1

 Return to public comment  (Struck from minutes per amendment of motion to pass)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Programming Committee – No Report

Membership Outreach and Fundraising Committee. 

Yvonne Liu –  Read  9 points the committee adopted.

General Manager Report

GM read a statement concerning the rainbow flag being taken down and now it has been put back up.

Announcements

COI meetings

Trial of Lynne Stewart is very important

New Elections supervisor Kenny Mostern

GM Programming announcements Hip Hop Special marathon

Gay Pride Program 

Report to the Listener 

MOTION by Gaston to disassociate from comments by Luanne Pennesi, seconded

Whereas, in recent emails that were widely distributed and also posted on

the website of WBAI producer Gary Null, WBAI Local Station Board member

Luanne Pennesi:

1. claimed that WBAI "is now...the home of a few self serving, egocentric

folk who are using the station to feed their insatiable power needs and to

publicly project their uncensored opinions towards anyone who disagrees with

them," and

2. called for listeners to "Just stop supporting the station and find any

close substitute on the dial" and to "create a citizen’s action committee to

provide the concerned public who want to replace the current management (and

much of its staff) with those who are committed to returning the station to

its original mission;" and

3. made the following statement in a public letter to WBAI General Manager

Don Rojas: "Examine the background of virtually all the newly hired Blacks,

and friends of the management. It is time we recognized that you have

accepted the station’s trajectory into hell." and

Whereas, the LSB is specifically charged under the Pacifica bylaws with the

duty to "assist in station fundraising activities," and to "exercise all of

its powers and duties with care, loyalty, diligence and sound business

judgment" and one of the official purposes of the Pacifica Foundation is "to

engage in any activity that shall contribute to a lasting understanding

between nations and between the individuals of all nations, races, creeds

and colors," and

Whereas, such unsubstantiated charges, racially inflammatory remarks,

negative attacks, and calls for a financial boycott are extremely damaging

to the station’s efforts to increase listenership and raise funds, and thus

work against the duties assigned by the bylaws to the LSB, and furthermore

that the negative reference to a particular racial group of employees runs

counter to the above-stated mission of Pacifica, and

4. Whereas, such condemnations and calls for removal of management personnel

prior to any process of annual written evaluation required by the bylaws

suggests a clear bias against performing such evaluations in a fair manner,

Therefore, be it resolved, that:

1. The LSB disapproves of, and disassociates itself from, the aforesaid

recent public statements by Board member Luanne Pennesi and calls on all LSB

members to desist from making statements that prejudge the performance of

WBAI management personnel, that indulge in personal attacks on

management and staff, and that  undermine listener financial support for the

station.

2. The LSB respects differences of opinion about station policy among its

own members and with station management, and suggests that the station

sponsor a community forum with speakers holding diverse views on the nature

of WBAI programming as part of the overall role of media in U.S. society.

-end motion

A point of order was made by Martin that this motion is bordering on a disciplinary action.

RONR is very specific about naming each other as in a disciplinary action.

The Chair asked for clarification and Martin cited RONR p.92 line30

The chair stated he will take 2 for and 2 against and then rule. 

discussion

A substitute motion was made by Maldonado and Seconded:
“The WBAI local station board affirms that the opinions expressed by members of the board do not represent the position of the board unless the member has been specifically authorized to speak on behalf of the board, and no member shall represent him or herself as spokesperson for the board absent such authorization (and that the chair of the board shall be deemed to have such specific authorization as part of the duties of the office).”
Question called on substitute motion and was seconded 

Calling the question failed.   Yes 10 No 8 

Chair took personal privilege for another member to speak.

The Chair  called for 2 for and 2 against.

The question was called by DiRienzo, seconded  

Vote: 

Yes –10, No – 8,  Motion fails. 

Point of order by Lederer to re-vote due to confusion. 

Chair ruled that motion did not pass and to move on to more discussion.   

A point of parliamentary procedure was made by Heffley and was overruled by the Chair before the member could define the point.

No vote was taken on any motion. Left as unfinished business. 

Motion to adjourn. 

Meeting ended approx. 9:45PM

Respectfully submitted by

Patty Heffley

Secretary WBAI LSB

Passed on 9-9-04
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